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Viviani Cabinet and while Briand was Prime
Minister, there was no possibility of persuading
the French. In the event we remained there
to the end of the war.
Sarrail, with the first of the French Divisions,
disembarked in October. He pushed up along
the railway to Krivolak, a distance of a hundred
miles, but found that the Serbs had been driven
westwards and the whole of the Bulgarian
Army was facing him. He fell back and joined
the British contingent The combined forces
took up a position about thirty miles north of
Salonika, and their strength was gradually
increased to eight Divisions. There for three
years was maintained a force averaging about
250,000 men, monopolizing an enormous quan-
tity of British shipping. One or two futile
attempts were made to take the offensive, but
never got further than a few miles.
Briand afterwards maintained that the
Salonika Expedition was the decisive factor in
the war. The article quoted at the beginning of
this chapter ends by saying:
" Enfin, on sait qu'en 1918 ce sont les victoires
eclatantes de Tarmee aOrient qui ont fait
capituler la Turquie, la Bulgarie et TAutriche-
Hongrie. Le mur qui protegeait, en Orient,
1'AUemagne etait tombe. Le marechal Hinden-
burg ecrivit la fameuse lettre dans laquelle il
disait: ' II ne nous est plus possible maintenant
de resister. II faut demander Tannistice/ "
It was natural that the Germans should seek
to find an excuse for their defeat and that Hin-